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LETTERS, FROM WASHINGTON 
ax FHE CONSTITUTION, LAWS AND PUBLIU CHARAC- 
‘ERS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
By a Foreigner. 
( Continued from page 180.¥ 
LETTER HL 
WasatNeton, -—, 1818. 
bonrp P....... 

I had yesterday the honor ofan introduction to 
Mr, Monroe, the present chief magistrate of the 
Vnited, Sitesi. “ It is seldom, says Dr. Jchuson, 
that we find men or places such as we expect 


set6‘find them,” and I must confess that in the pre- 


sent instance, the truth of this observation has 
“been realised. 1 found Mr. Monroe a little differ- 
ept from what my fancy had presented him, but 
neither a Lilleputian nor a Patagonian—He ap- 
pears to be between fifty and sixty years of age, 
with a form above the middle size, compact, mus- 
cular, and indicating a constitution of considera- 
ble-hardiness and vigor ; his countenance exhibits 
lineaments of great severity, and seems as if it 
had been seldom irradiated by the rays of joy, or 
softened by the touch of sensibility; he does 
smile, however,. but not like _ Shakespeare’s 
Cassius, 





“in such a sort 
As ifhe mocked himself and scorned his spirit 
That could be moved tosmile at any thing.” 


At these moments, there is a benignity and suavi- | 


ty in him, that invite confidence and repel sus- 
picion.. Heis rather awkward in his address for 
a min whohas mingled so much in polite society 
arid his manners and habiliments are more those of 

plain country gentleman, than an accomplished 
statesman and a profound politician. Awkwardness 
of manners, however, seems to be mors common 


among the Americans, than I bad. conceived. f 


Their most eminent men are, 1 think, deficient in 
that ease, elegance and grace, which distinguisli 
the prominent political characters of France and 
England. The nature of their government, has a 
tendancy to beget this, by preventing those sacri- 
ficesto the graces, which are made in the more refi- 
nedand polished nations of Europe. The importance 
and magnitude of their pursuits, and their general 
association with what we call the lower ranks of 
society, preclude. the acquisition of those exte- 
rior embellishments so industriously cultivated by 
cur countrymen. A disciple of Chesterfield, with 
all his refinement and fascination, would’be regard- 
ded in this country as a mere petetemaitre, calculat- 
ed only to charm the eye and to fascinate the heart 
of female ignorance. .But } have wandcred from 
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my subject. Mr. Monroe is attached to what was 

once denominated the republican party ¢ for, at 

present all party distinctions seem to be*lost and 

the parties ‘themselves wholly amalgamated. In 

his political career, he has manifestéd the most 

unimpeachable’ and urbending ’ integrity, and 

though long before the public, has sléver failed to 

meet the expectations and togratify the wishes of 
the people. That he possesses ambition, will not 

be denied ; but his ambition is limited to the at- 

tainment of excellence and distincticn within 
the bounds of patriotism and honor. If he has 
not the unbending sterness of a Cato, he has the 

more pleasing and benignant integrity of Fabri- 
cius. Mr. Monroe entered early into public life, 
and has performed the various duties of a soldier, 
a politician, and a’statesman. His mind has been 
accustomed to dwell on the nature of govern- 

ments ard the revolutions of Europe; subjects 
so vast produce a ¢urrespondent enlargement of 
intellect, and sweep of comprehension. The 
mind which is occupied in trifles will not be apt 
to amaze by its greatness, or astonish by its mag~ 
nificence ; it may glitter, but will never blaze. 

The peculiar character and magnitude of Mr. 
Monroe’s pursuits have withheld his attention 
from the miner and less important subjects of L- 
terature, and he is very far from what we should 
call a man of reading or general science. The 
knowledge he possesses has been acquired more 
by personal observation, laborious reflection, and 
frequent conversation, than by repeated,perusals of 
bocks, to which his occupations would not permit 
him te devote his time, but he has examined and 
re-examined that knowledge till it has in fact be 
come his own; recreated by combination, established 
by practice and tested by experience. Itis said, his 
mind is neither rich nor brilliant, but capable of 
the most laborious analysis, andthe most patient 

research—not hasty in its decisions, and not easily 
changed when its decisions are formed. Judg- 
ment appears to be his prominent intellectual 
feature, and in the examination of any object, he 
seldom sufferf it to be darkened by prejudice, 
or warped by passion. This brief sketch, my 
lord, will satisfy you I presume, that no man could 
be chosen, better calculated to fill the important 
station he holds under this government, end that 
no man could be more cordially and sincerely dis- 
posed to further the interests and-to promote the 
prosperity and happiness of his country, Mrs. 
Monroe, to whom ! was also introduced, is a lady 
of retired and domestic habits—not elegant, but 
apparently very amiable. She receives‘copipany, 
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but returns no visite--she seems more attached to 


the silence and peage of obscurity, than the bustle } 


confusion and glare of public assemblies, but to pre 
serve the custom established by her predecessor, 
a lady, it is said, of --reat elegance of manners and 
dignity. of deportment, she gives what we call 
conservation, but, what is here termed drawing 
wooms, for the purpose of gratifying the wishes and 
curiosity of Such strangers ‘as may please to visit 
Irer and the President. | These conservationi are. 
conducted onpprinciples of republican simplicity, 
and are widely different from the magnificence 
and splendor of the English levees. They ap- 


peated to me, however, very unpleasant. ‘The | 


rooms are so crowded, the hum of voices so loud 

and the motion of the company so constant, that 
the possibility of continuing a conversation on any 
subject, is wholly precluded, and Fou are obliged 
to move with the company, by whom you are jos- 
tled every instant, without the power of enjoying 
the ‘feast of reascn,” or eve the pleasure of 
sense. , 

_ Mr. Monroe has never been blessed with male 
issue, and what is remarkable, out of the tive Pre- 
sidents who have served since the organization of 
this government, but ane has had sons. I men- 
tion this merely as_a curious circumstance. Mr. 
J. Q, Adams, the present Secretary of State, is I 
believe, the only son of the sceond President of 
the United.States, and is, you know, a men of 
gveat talent, information and industry. Mr, Moa- 
roe, since his elevation to the presidential chair, 
is said to have discovered much sagacity in the 
selection of his cabinet counsel or executive offi, 
cers. These are the Secretaries of State, War, 
‘Treasury, Navy, and Attorney General, wha, with 
one cxeeption, possess the rare gifts of nature 
in no ordinary deg:-:c; and who have already 
‘xendered themselves conspicueuisin the walks of 
litevature, the fields of eloquenee, and on the thea- 
tre of politics. You will understand that I do not 
mean to include in these nemarks the Secretary 
of the Navy,” (the exception I have mentioned ) 
with whom I have no acquaintance, and with 
whom, from what cause 1 am unable to say, the 
American public seem te be a little dissatisfied. — 
Mr. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury, is_ the 
same gentiéman, to whom you w introduced 
at. Paris, and though he possesses great diguity, 
wants the graceful elegaace of manners of which 
1 have previously spoken. What he was thought 
of in France 1, cannot inform you; but it is 
impossible We could have succeeded amidst the 4 
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polite and splendid frippery of the Parisian.cis 
—the courtly bonscnse,sand. graceful and elegant 
nonchalance £€ a E#eench politic'an, must hay 
betn strikingly and ,adiorieusly contrasied by the 


republican simp isi y satuwkward movements gf M bove the middle size, but mehere, bony and skere 
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the American minister. Mr. Crawford has risen 
from obscurity to the situation he now holds, by 
the force of native genius; he was employed in his 
early life in an occupation which is now unforty- 
nately too much degraded, but which ought to be 
more highly esteemed—1! mean qhat of “ teaching 
the young idea how tu shoot.’ His next career wus 
at the bar, at which he acquired both emolument 

and reputation. The excellence of his understane- 
ing and the superiority of bis- intellect soon 
brought him into public life, where he displayed 
to advantage those powers with which nature had 
wifted him—he became ambassador to France, and 
during his absence, was appointed Secretary of 
War, and afterwards Minister of Finahce. Jn all 
of these various situations he has never ‘failed to 
discover the same powers and energies 6f mind. 
he has literally the mens suna in corporo sano, and 

the vigorous and athletic appearance of his body 
serves as an unerrisg index to the power and 
energy of his intellect. It is invidious to make 
comparisons ; but it is by comparisons we are of- 
ten enrbled to arrive at troth.. I. will therefore 
endeavor to draw a parallel between the gentle- 
men of whom I have been speaking. Mr. Mon- 
roe and Mr. Crawford, are alike distinguished by 
integrity of understanding ; but the latter bas 
more quickness, and the former a greater range 
of mind. In, the specimens of parliamentary 
clogencc, which are preserved here only in the 
ephemeral and fugitive columns of newspapers, 
und which I have taken the trouble to examine 
for my own amusement, Mr. Crayford evinces 
some vigor of imagination, and occasionally some 
brilliancy of thought—Mr. Monroe has never 
wished to exccll in the flewery partarre ‘of fancy 
—his compositions display only the soundness of 
his mind, and the excellence of his sense, without 
any of the frippery and fasteoning of rhetoric, or 
the meretrecious and extrinsic drapery of imagina- 
tion—Mr. Monroe has more practical knowledge, 
but is less. prompt in his decisions. Mr. Crawford 
has greater powers of invention, but is less slkilful 
in combination—Mr. Monroe has had more experi- 
ence, but Mr. Crawford, from his superior quick 
ness of comprehension, has treasured: wp as many 
results, and acquired as many facts—Mr. Mon- 
roe’s knowledge of mankind is more correct and 
more practical; but he wants Mr. Crawford’s 


Henergy to render it extensively useful. In politi- 
Heal shrudness, moral integrity, ani intellectual 


acquiremenis, they are supposed to be nearly 
equal. With this brief parailel, 1 ghall dismiss 


Hthese gentlemen, and procced at your desire, to 
sketch the portrait of the Secretary of War, and” 


e 


the Attorney General. Mr. Caihoun is a young 
aun, of about thirty years of age—his farm is a- 
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der—his fave wants beauty, but his eye’ possesses 
all the hrilliancy and fire of genius. He isa native 
vf the south, and has been educated ‘for the bar, 
It is not my intention to enter into any abstract 
speculations, on the influence of climate upon 
the human intellect. On this subject much inge- 
amity and learning have been wasted, and the vis- 
stonary theories of Buffon, Raynal, &c have been 
lid aside as the lumber of the schools, or the idle 
sportings of fancy ; but it has always appeared to 
me that some climates ate more propetiouste ge- 
fiys, an# the rapid developement of the intellec- 
tual powers than others. The soft and volupte- 
ous Climate of Jonia, for example, is better adap- 
gel to nourish and expand the genius of maa, 
than the inclemant “ thick Beotian air” of north- 
ern latitudes. Be this however, a3 it may; whe- 
“ther Mr. Calhoun be indebted to climate, to na- 


“ture, or to circumstances for the powers he pos- 


sesses, he is unquestionably an extraordinary 
young man. He started up, on the theatre of le- 
gislation, a political Roscius, and astonished the 
veterans around him, by the force of his mind and 
the singularity and resistlessness of his eloquence. 
He has the ingenuity without the sophistry of 
Godwin, to whose mind his bears a striking analo- 
gy. On all subjects whether abstract or common, 
whether political or moral, be thinks with a ra- 
pidity that no difficulties can resist, and witha 
novelty that never fails to delight. He has the 
brilliancy without the ornament of Burke, the 
correctness without the literature of Fox. With 
2n invention, which neyer abandoas. him, and 
whose fertility astonishes, he seems to loath the 
parade of rhetoric and the glitter and decorations 
of art—his stile of eloquence is peculiar and extra- 
ordinary—without any apparent pageantry of ima- 
ination, or any of the flowers of language, he 
sseizeson the mind, which like the unfortunate 
bird under the influence of fascination becomes 
passive and obedient to the power it neither can 
nor wishes to resist. In the “tempest and whirl- 
wind” a his eloquence, his arguméntation is so 
rapid his thoughts are so novel, and his conclu- 
sions so unexpected, yet correct, that you can 
neither anticipate nor think—the attention is ri- 
vitted, and the mind occupied alone with the sub- 
ject which he is handling, and it. is not until the 
fascination of his manner has subsided that you 
feel inclined to reason or become capable of de- 
tecting his errors—even then his witehery. lin- 
gers on the imagination, and casts a veil over the 
judgment which it cannot remove, and which, in 
“Opposition to the strongest efforts obscures its 
perceptions and weakens its energie’. I have 
heard gentlemen, whe were associated with him, 
declare, that when he spoke, they were for some 
time after Re Bad closed, unahle' to remove the 
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spell by which they were bound, and that, by 
condensing almost to obscurity, they could not 
answer the whole of his numerous arguments and 
ingenuous deductions, without occupying too 
much of the time of the house. And yet, what is 
very singular, he has never been known to. at- 
tempt but one rhetorical flourish, and in that be 
unforturfately failed. His oratrical style has 
none of the embellishments of art, or the witche- 
ries of fancy, but is almost to ness, plain, una- 
dorned and concise. With allthe eéxcellencies 2 
have mentioned, however, Mr. Calhoun has some 
great faults—“ il n, appartient,” says the duke 
de la Rochefocault, “qu aux grands hommes 
d’avoir degrands defauts.” He wants consisten- 
cy and pergeverance of mind, and is incapable of 
i long continued and patient investigation—what 
he does not see at the first examination, he takes 
no'pains to search for; but still the lightning 
glance of his mind seldom fails to furnish him 
with ali that may be neceseary for his immediate 
purposes. In his legislative career, which though 
short, was uncommonly luminous; he sometimes 
advocated a measure which he afterwards aban- 
doned, and often opposed a question which he 
afterwards supported. His decisions were in ma- 
ny cases, marked with a precipitation and haste, 
inconsistent with the character of an able states- 
man, and though he sometimes could satisfy his 
coadjutors, he but ssIdom was 80 successful as to 
satisfy himself—His love of novelty, and his soli- 
citude to astonish were so great, that he has often 
been known to go beyond even the wildest 
dreams of acknowledged political visionaries, and 
to propose schemes that were wholly impractica: 
ble, and that he seemed to offer merely for the 
purpese of displaying the exuberance of his mind, 
and the extent of his ingemuity. Youth, and the 
necessary want of experience, may be pled as an 
apoloy for his excentricities of intellect, his ap- 
parent aberations, and his occasional) perversion 
of talent. The wisdom of age, anda more cor- 
rect and extensive acquaintance with men and 
things, will doubtless allay the order of his mind, 
and lessen the impetuosity of his passions. Like 
our excentric countryman, Darwin, he is capable 
of broaching new theories, but wants the persg- 
verance, depth of thought, and patience of judg- 
ment, necessary to bring them to maturity, or wo 
render them useful. Such men are,often both 
very serviceable and very injurious to society. In 
such a body as the congress of the United States, 
where the concentrated wisdom of the nation fy 
assembled, such a man’s sphere of ilness can - 
not be ascertained or defined, “Amidst evaricty 
of schemes, his ingenuity” sug ambi- 
tion urges him so propose, will no. Noitbe 
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himself mature them, the mass of mind by which 
he is surround<d, and on which he’ blazes, will 
reduce them to shape, and give to his.“ airy 
nothings a local habitation and. a name.” In 
short, Mr. Calhoun is one of those beings whom 


you can only trace like the comet. by the light, 


which he casts upon his path. But the situation 
to which he has: recently been elevated, has, I 
fear, abriged hi§ sphere of usefulness, and as Se- 
cretary of War, Mr. Calhoun, who occupied every 
tongue during tife sessions of the national legis- 
Jature, may dwindle into obscurity, but will never 
be forgotten. © 

' (To be contiuued.) 


a 
OUR RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 

We now commence the publicatiun of the docu- 
ments communicated by the President to Con- 
fress on the 14th inst. and shall consinue them 
until finished. We forbear to offer, at present, 
any remarks upon them. We doubt not they will 
be read with Interest and attention. The message 
ofthe President which accompanied this corres- 
pondence, and Mr. Adams’s letter of the 14th inst. 
was inserted in our last number, page 186. 

[No. 1.} (Translation.) “ 

Dou Lnis de Onis to the Secretary of State. 

Sim—tI am under the necessity of calling your 
attention, and that of the President, to what has 

, occurred at Baltimore, in relation to the two pri- 
vateers or pirates, which have lately entered the 
bay of the Chesapeake, and are now within the 
proper limits of the state of Maryland; the one 
commanded by captain Taylor, and the other by 
captain Stafford. It is notorious, that these pri- 
vateers, manned and armed in the ports of the 
Union, sailed on a cruize against the Spanish 
commerce, and-have returned to the waters of 
Maryland with a part of the plunder and booty, 
they have taken on board of Spanish and Por- 
tuguese vessels. 

For the due conviction of this outrage, the ne- 
cessary orders or warrants-were sent, at the re- 
quest of the consul of his cathplic majesty in 
Baltimore, to the marshal of that city, to proceed 
to the arrest Of the aforesaid privateers, and-for 
its execution a gun boat was granted by the col- 
lector of the customs. All this, however, -was 
in vain; the martial gave no effect to the orders 
issued for this arrest, and his majesty’s consul see 
ing that eight days had passed, without the.mat- 
shal taking a single step to fulfil the orders he 
was charged with, called upon him, and claimed 
their execution—upon which he replied catego- 
rically, “that he was unwilling to proceed to the 
arrest of the said privateers, because it was not 
his duty toyexecute it, except they had entered 
the port of Baltimore—but by no means in the hay 
althouai ania the district of the state.” The 
consul lately applied to the district attorney, com 
plaining of this conduct; and he acknowledged, 
that indeed it was very extraordinary; but he 
took no steps. be af it, or to enforce the ob- 
servance of the™laws of the United States, in a 
case of so scandalous an example hiese facts 
speak for themselves, and the mere statement of 
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| them is sufficient to.make you and'the President 
thoroughly sensible of the monstrous consequen- 
ces, which the irregular conduct of this 
may lead to. 4t is perfectly evident, that the 
public treaty between Spain and the United States 
and the late act.of congress, sanctioned as a gen- 
eral law for the more. strict observance of the 
neutrality of the same states with foreign powers, 
are scandalously trampled under foot in Mary. 
land; and that the marshal, by, formally disobey- 
ing the lawful authority of the state, and that of 
the green government of the Union, protected 
the hostilities and piracies, carried on azainst the 
trade of a nation, in a state of peace and amity 
with the United States. I cannot, therfore, do 
less_than to remonstrate in the name of king, 
my master, against so manifest a violation of the 
neutrality of this republic, of its laws, and of the 
treaty existing between the two powers, and to 
request that you will be pleased to obtain of the 
President, the most prompt and effectual orders to 
cause the marshal of Baltimore to do his duty, andy 
all requisite justice to the subjects of his majesty, 

It is my duty also to'call your attention and that” 
of the President, to the conduct of the adventur- 
er, sir Gregor M‘Gregor, who since he was in 
arms with the bands of insurgents in the province 
of Venezuela, has come to these states, and been 
constantly engaged in enterprizes to invade or 
disturb the tranquility of his catholic majesty’s 
possessions in that part ef the world. He lately 
recruited in Charleston a great number of adven- 
turers, and among them several persons of note 
viz: one Rouse, son of a colonel of that name, 
an inhabitant of that city, one Champion, who 
was a commissary.in the service of the U. States 
in the late war, and store-keeper of ordnance and 
one Heath, a lawyer of the same place; and many 
others whose names I pass over. He purchased, 
under a borrowed name, a brig of considerable bur- 
den, which hedespatched with passengers to N.Or- 
leans, on the 19th of last month; and on the fol- 
lowing day he went on to Savannah. in the stage, 
according to common report, to recruit more 
people. His hae re proceedings and hostile 
preparations in the bosom of this union, against 
the possessions of the Spanish monarchy, are no- 
torious, and announced with a scandalous publi- 
city in many papers of these states. I hope, then, 
that you and the President will apply the energy 
of your zeal, for good order and the observance 
of the public laws, by restraining these excesses 
and vexations, which compromit. the neutrality, 
which the President has proposed to preserve in 
the dispute subsisting between the king, yiy mas- 
ter, and some of his provinces in rebellion, and 
render null, as you may imagine, the security in 
which the government of his catholic majesty rests, 
in a reliance on the safeguard of the said laws, and 
on that of the general principles of public 
good faith, which serve as the basis of the tran- 
quility and friendly intercourse between the na- 
tions and govetnments of the world. 

(Signed) LUIS DE ONIS. 
Philadelphia, 9th July, 1817. 
[No. 2.] (Translation.) 
The same to the same. is 

Sin—The message of the President embraces @ 
two particular points, in the paragraph ine whites 
he announces the actual state of the political rela- ~~ 
tions between. Spain and the United: States, of ©’ 











wiich I wish to have a precise and exact knowl- 





edge, to reconcile their true meaning with the 








» isting treaty between Spain and the said States. I 
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sincerity aud pnrity of the sentinents, of awirich 

the American government makes profession, in 
conformity with those which animate his catholic 
majesty, ‘when he awtiously seeks all possible 
means’ of settling “the’differences pending be 

tween the two nations, and of strengthening his 
friendship and good -understanding with. the U. 
States, on a basis, which being confirmed by the, 
most generous principles of good faith and mutual } 
justice, may be lasting and unalterable, without 
‘jeaving the seeds of discontent, or ground for 
fresh differences jn fature. rete . 4 

The two points f speak of, are, Ist, what re- 
lates to Amelia Island, and 2d, what concerns 
Galveston. 

The President announces, in respect to the 
first, that this island having been taken possession 
of by a paty of people, who belong to.no coun- 
try, or if they have belonged-to any, they. have, 
by their conduct forfeited all right of public con- 
sideration o7 toleration, they having established 
‘in the said island, a place of refuge, scandalous 
‘by its piracies, and seriously prejudicial, by a 
contraband trade, to the United States, chiefly in 
what regards the clandestine introduction of ne- 
groes into the territories of the Union, and the 
carrying off or fligit of others fromthe same 
eountry, his excellency has therefore determined 
to put a stop to this evil, and had given orders 
accordingly. 

It is my duty to remind you, sir, that the expe- 
dition which took possession of Amelia Island, 
was formed and armed at Charleston and Savan- 
nab, under the command of the adventurer, sir 
Gregor M‘Gregor, and wholly composed of citi- 
zens of this republic, in violation the laws of 
the United States, the law of nations, and the ex- 


denounced this expedition to you at the time and 
invoked the efficacious authority of the federal 
government, to prevent it, and punish the offen- 
ders.. The expedition proceeded, nothwithstand- 
ing, from the limits and ports of the Union, to 
invade that island, and-there commit the exces- 
ses on whith the president touches After Mac- 
Gregor had left Amelia Island, the district court 
of South Carolina issued a bench writ to appre- 
hend him, wherever he might be found within the 
American territories. This writ could not certain- 
ly have been issued, without alegal evidente of the 
oflence, nor could the offence be more enormous 
or notorious, in the face of the whole Union.— 
It results from this, that there could be no just 
ground of converting into an act of hostility or 
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U's contended falls Within the limits of the Unit- 
ed States in: consequence of the atquisition “of 
Louisiana, a number of yagrant persons had before 
established themselves, and committed acts of pi- 
tacy very prejudicial to the trade of the U. S. and 
that, therefore, his excellency had also taken 
measures to correct those abuses!" 


There are two things which I have to remark 
on this point. The first is, that the place of Gal- 
veston has not been, nor ever could be, within 
the limits of Louisiana—becauise, at no'time did it 
mike part of it. . It ‘has constantly bélonged fo 
the dominions of the crown of ‘Spain, ‘as a tcrri- 
toms. absolutely unconnected with, and distinct 

Louisiana ; and as such; ought td be main- 
tained and respected, unti} the United States pro- 
duce documents which establish their rights, and 
annul the titles, till now undisputed, of property 
and possession on the part of Spain, froni the ear- 
liest times of its discovery and conquest, unto the 
present; and this will be determined, as there 
may be occasion for it, and may be just, at the 
time of amicably arranging the question of boun- 
daries between the two nations, as his catholic ma- 
jesty sincerely and earnesily desires, and as I have 
the hope to verify in a short time, in his royal 
name, by means of the negotiation which we have 
established. 


The second thing which I have to recal to you, 
is, that the king’s*troops drove off from Matagor- 
da the vagabond freebooters, who had taken pos- 
session of that point; in consequence of which the 
same adventurers were forced to, evacuate (:alves- 
ton, where they had also established themsceives, 
so that neither of these places was afterwards at- 
tacked or infested by them or any other banditti. 
Moreover, if by the occupation of Galveston at, 
that time, the United States have sustained inju- 
ries, it is notorious, that Spain has suffered much 
gréater, by the facility afforded to the pirates in 
capturing Spanish vessels, carrying them into that 
place, and there selling them. to the citizens of 
this Union; that from this magazine Af plunder, 
they conveyed the Spanish property to Neéw-Or- 
leans and other parts of the United States in Ame- 
rican vessels, as is well known to you, sir, and to 
all the world. In any event, when the injuries 
reciprocally caused to American citizens, by the 
government or the subjects of spain, or to the 
latter, by the government omcitizens of the Unit- 
ed States, are compared or estimated; such an in- 
demnification will be stipulated, as is agreeable to 
justice and good faith. 

These remarks, and others equally obvious, 
cannot fail to convince you, as | am-sure they will 





of public detriment to Spain, the evils which have 
flowed from the toleration of simifar armaments 
in the bosom of this Union—armaments which 
had for their object, the invasion and plunder of 
the possessions of a friendly power. } 
_ L therefore, request wou, sir, to.be pleased 1o 
inform me of the measures the Presidentmay have 
taken on this point, and of his intentions in rela- 
tion to it, in order that by informing the authovi- 
ties of the king, in East Florida, thereof, those 
discontents may be avoided to which an ervone- 
ous*conception may give rise, and all unfortu- 
nate Eeprcesions dissipated, which might disturb 
the lively and sincere desire of coneiltation ‘and 
perfect harmony ‘which actuates lis” catholic 
majesty. 


convince the whole world, that there was not the 
smallest motive for proceeding to acts of violence, 
on either of the two points, which form tie. sub- 
ject of this note, and on which the President has 
touched in his message. 1 hope that the inten- 
tions of his excellency will not differ from this 
opinion ; and, as well to avoid the disagreeable 
consequences which might arise from « misunder- 
‘standing, as to commuiicate to the kings my mas- 
ter, tlie true state of things, I have tog of 
you, sir, as L how do, a precise and sath ed- 
planation on the abovenientioned * points, 
namely, of the néasures taken bythe President 
in relation to them, and of his intentions upon the 
subject. I flatter mysclf, that 5 ou°will haveethe 















On the second point, —_ Galveston, the | goodness to give me the said explanation as spée- 


President announces, that, in Maxt.place, which | 


\dily as the case requires ; and in the mean tame, 
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allow me. to renew the assurances of my high 
consideration and respect, 
(Signed) LUIS BE ONIS. 
Mr. John Quincy Adams, €c. Ec, Ee. 
Washington, 6th December, 1817. 
[No. 3.] {Translation.) 
same to the same. 

Sin—Although I have just arrived at the fede- 
fal city, as_you know, 1 would-not have lost an 
instant, after assembling the principal papers and 
documents, relating to the differences pendin 
between his catholic majesty’s government, 
that of the United States, in résuming and con- 
tinuing with you, to a definite conclusion, » the 
negotiation, which, by fortuitous causes, 
preger in the beginning of the present year, if 

had not hoped to give you time for being so far 
disengaged, as to be able to devote to these im- 
rtant soncerns, all the attention they require. 
ut L ought no longer to defer on my part, the 
necessary steps to open communicstions of such 
high interest, and consequently to proceed with 
you to the settlement and amicable arrangement 
of all the points in dispute’ between the two gu- 
vernments ; 

You will doubtless have been convinced of the 
impossibility;in which I was placed, of commenc- 
ing this negotiation last winter, by reason of my 
not being furnished with instructions suitable to 
the new character which ulterior circumstances 
had given to it, and my not having then received 
from my government such a& extended to this 
case. I despatched the secretary of this legation 
to Madrid to la¥ this deficiency before my sovei- 
eign, and the difficulty under which it placed me, 
of entering into a negotiation which might effec- 
tually restore the most perfect harmony between 
the two powers, by putting aa end to all disputes 
by means of a solemn transaction, which being 
founded on the principles of mutual justice, and 
combined in good faith with those of reciprocal 
utility and convenience, might be completely sa- 
tisfactory to both governments and both nations. 
His majesty is filled with the greatest concern, on 
seeing that by this unexpected accident, the ne- 
gtiation was delayed, notwithstanding his most 
sincere and decidéd wishes to conclude it, »nd 
‘strengthen his friendship and good understand- 
ing with the United States, as he had manifested 
from the moment of pis restoration to the throne, | 
Gave inuapeaie orders,that the necessary instruce; 
tions shouldbe communicated to me, for the exe- | 
cution of this sovercign trust in its fullest extent | 
—and to omit no means, on his part, which might 
accelerate the desired epocha of this arrange- 
ment and definite transaction; he, at the sume 
time, caused to be proposed, by his princips! se- 
Cretary of state, to the minister of the U. S:ates 
at Madrid, a project for the said transaction-— 
but it not having been admitted by that minister, 
who said that he was not authorized to resume and 
termihate ii Spain, the negotiution already trans- 
ferred to Washington, and committed to me; the 
dforesaidvaccretary of legation returned without 
Joss of timeyand bronght me the suitable instruc- 
tions, acenm] anied with the positive orders of his 

muajest?s Lshould omit. no means, as far us 
they mi 







e compatible With justice, md the 
honor ange character, to settle and termi- 
nate amicably all pending differences, and gener- 
_ gusly to satisfy'the United States, in every thing 
which might depend onthe free wili of his 
majesty: 
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Such are the dispositions of the king, my mag, 


ter, and stich the orders. whieh he has communi- 

cated to me, anxious ashe is, to adjust oll differ. 

ences with the United States, and give them so. 

, ptoofs ot his high esteem and sincere friend- 
up. 


I am ready therefore to resume the negotiation 
and to pursue it with you, im all the points em: 
braced by it, until its final termination: and t 
shall be very happy, if doing so, I can satisfy all 
the desires and just hopes.of the United States, 

In consequence, I request, sir, that you would 
be pleased to inform me, when you are ready to 
enter into this important negotiation, and when 
it will be agreeable to you, that we commence 
the preliminary conferences; or in case that you 
should consider them unnecessary, that we dis- 
cuss the means of agreeing ow, and fixing the 
most simple, expeditious and suitabla mode of 
proceeding, with all possible despatch, to the set- 
tlement and final adjustment of ail the points in 
dispute, ye ae 

I await your answer to this note, animated be 
the most lively desire and the most flatter: 
hopes, of terminating all disagreements and dis- 
contents between two nations, which by their 
mutual interests and the generosity of their senti- 
ments, have always lived in perfect union and 
friendship, and ought to cement them more and 
more for their common happiness. 

In the mean while, { renew to you my respects, 
and pray God to preserve you many years. ; 

(Signed) LUIS DE ONIS,. 

Washington, 10th December, 1817. 

{No. 4.] 

The Secretary of Siate to Don Luis de Onig 
Don Iuis de Onis, 

Sin—I have had the honor of recéiving your 
letter of the tenth instant, and shall be happy to 
receive you at the office of this Department tlio 
day after to-morrow at one o’clock, to confer 
with you on the subject of it. I aminstructed by 
the. President, on this occasion, to assure you of 
the satisfaction with which he has} that 
you'are furnished with instructions from your go, 
vernment adequate to the adjustment of all the 
differences between the two countries, and of 
the earnestness of his desire thatthe negotiation 
may terminate in an arrangement mutually sutis- 
factory to both parties. 

(Signed) > JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 

[No. 5.] ( Translation.) 

Don Lriis de Onis to the Secretary of State. 

Sin--Afier I had informed you in my note of 
the 10th of this month, and confirmed. the sanie i 
our conference on the 19th, of the frank and, 
friendly dispositions of his catholic majesty’s go- 
vernment towards that of the United States, of 
his sincere desite to settle and terminate the dif- 
ferences pending betwcen the twO- governments, 
in @ manner just and satisfactory to both, and the 
positive erders I had received, with suitable in- 
structiors to that effect; £ also acquainted you, 
that thie king, my master, being disposed to oblige: 
the UnitedStates in whatever might be compat), 
ble with theirights asl honor of the monarehiyy: 


and the dignity becoming his august character 
would comdéscend to eede the two Floridasto.” 


ublic, in consideration-of an exchangev@ 
At whidimight be useful or convenient 
to Spain. But asethis «xch-vge or equivalent 
must consist of a territory belonging tp the Unt: 


this re 
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ed States, and which may offer invariable points, 
marked by nature, to fix the divisional line be 


tween the possessions of the Union and those of 
the crown of Spain, ina manver never to adinit of 


doubt or controversy hereafter, his catholic ma- 
jesty caused certain proposals for the said ex- 
change or equivalent, to be made, through his 
principal secretary of state, to the minister of the 
United States at Madrid. They weve decidedly 
declined by him, on the ground of their being in- 
admissible ; and T tas informed by you that they 
are so consilered by your government, and that 
consequently it is necessary to have recourse to 
others, which may be admissible in the existing 
state of things. 

Although the proposals made by his majesty’s 
principal secretary of state, to the minister of the 
United States at Madrid, were neither absolute 
nor.invariable, it is easy to perceive that they are 
founded on the perfect conviction of his majesty 
as to the irrefragable and notovieus rights by ‘vir- 
tue of which the crown of Spain has possessed 

'Floridas since she acquired them of England 

and also the provinces, and districts of country 
d by her to the westward of Louisiana, 

and which have ever been independent of, or ab- 
solutely unconnected with, and separate from, 
that province, without having ever passed, since 
their discovery, conquest and possession, under 
a foreign dominion. But, as the United States, 
since their acquisition of Louisiana, conceive 
they have aright to a gieater extent of territory 
both te the eastward and westward thereof, by 
setting on foot a dispute respecting the bounda- 
ries which separate chew from the Spanish pos- 
sessions, and pretending that they ought to include 
part of those possessions, it is not strange that 
the exchange or equivalent proposed for the Flo- 
ridgs, did appear inadmissible. It has therefore 
become indispensably necessary to free this qués- 
tion of boundaries from all obscurity, and to adjust 
and establish the true points which divide, or 
ought to divide, the Spanish territories from those 
of this republic. Unless this inquiry and delibe- 


ration be previously made, it is «absolutely im- 
rape: to point out or judge of a just equiva- 


ent, which would be admissible and satisfactory 
to the two contracting parties, inasmuch as the 


reguisite basis of a cession and its cquivalent, is 


wanting; this basis, as is obvious, must be laid in 
the valuation of the territory specified in the con- 
tract, which valuation must be preceded by es- 
tablishing the territory belonging to Spain, and 
also that belonging to the United States. 

You cannot, therefore, butagree with me, sir, 
that it is absolutely necessary we should first set- 
tle the principal points relative to the question 
of\bowudaries, before we proceed to form and 
offer proposals for the cession of the Floridas, 
and for an equivalent to their value or estimation, 
or for the general and definite: settlement of all 
pending ditterences. Although this matter has 
already been the subject of negotiation at Aran- 


juez, it cannot be said, that the discission should, 


be considered as terminated or exhausted, ‘oF 
that the American 
ted its positions and'epinions on the subject, it 
will not depart from them, alth the opinions 
his catholic majesty sustains, be different. itis 
unquestionable, that in the discussion entered in- 
to at Ardnjuez, and early interrupted, notia’single 


peint or ground was touched on} on the. part of 
the United States; that cpuld serve asa support 
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vernment, having then sta- 
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to their pretensions: and on the part of Spain 
there was produced titles, dates, documents end 
arguments, incbntestably proving, by ‘abundant 
and irresistible evidence, the rights. of the mon- 
archy to the territory in question ; rights founded 
on-property and immemorial possession, acknowl- 
edged by different powers, and never disputed 
by any. This affair is consequently: not confined 
io points.of opinion, on which each party may re- 
spectively maintain that which is best suited to 
them; it is reduced to unalterable truths, and po- 
sitive and certain facts. 1 usétrre you, sir, im the 
name of my government, znd the king, my master, 
solemoly promises it on the inviolability of his 
royal word, that the moment it shall be sliown’ 
and proved, that any of the territories now in dis- 
pute, do not belong to the crown of Spain, and 
on the contrary, that they do belong to the Unit- 
ed States, his majesty will, with the greatest 
pleasure, surrender to the disposal of the United 
States, such territory or territories ‘as it shall be 
made to appear do not belong to the Spanish 
monarchy, and will, in faith, acknowledge 
the rightof the United ts to the same. His 
majesty wishes for nothing that is not his own, or 
to which his crown has not a lawful right. . 1 can- 
not but believe that the views‘of your govern- 


ment agree-with thoseI have just stated, & that con- 
sequently we ought to lose notime, in immediate. 


ly resuming the discussion. commenced at Aran: 


jiiez, as to what relates to its principal points, 


and, by impartially examining the grounds esta- 
blished by both governments, and the arguments 
and proofs which they both have to produce anew, 
in support of their rights or pretensions, acknow- 
ledge frankly and with good faith, what: belongs 
lawfully to Spain, and whit belongs jawfully to 
the United States. Guided by the certain prin- 
ciples of reason and mutual justice, it will be ea- 
sy for us, by means of this investigation, to form 
a settled opinion, and come to a just result as to 
the boundaries which do or ought to separate 
Louisiana from the Spanish possessions, and thus 
terminate this dispute. That, which is connected 
with the question of losses and in‘a ries, is still 
more easy and simple to arrange, as you admitted, 
when we conve on that pomt in our late con- 
ference ; and it will therefore prove no obstacle 
to our agreeing on the cession desired by the 
United States, and proceeding to it by means of 
a final settlement ofall pending differences, which 
may at the — e time embrace whatever may be 
stipulated by this particular agreement, | 

You may sauna ‘bir, that the. mode I pro- 
pose, is the most simple, just and proper for ac- 
complishing the negotiation to be entered upon, 
and is. that which was adopted by Mr. Erving, the 
minister of the United States, in his-note of the 
the 26th of August, 1816, in which ‘he intornied 
his majesty’s government, that he, was ready to 
enter into. a full and frank discussion of ali the 
points in dispute, and pledged himself thereto:-— 
As nothing further has been done on the pat 
Spain, than to transfer the negotiation to. 
ington, the same reasons subsist which the 
tated the incontestable propriety: and nete: 
of resuming the discussiou; reasons, GE wi 
are doubtless fully convinced, as they 
be combatted by any explanations, 
edwith good faith, becuuse they. ar 
and” identified with the soundest” princ 
justice. so He alae, 2 
. As in consideration of these reasons and: prlir- 
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ciples, hope you will have no objection to agree 
to-a succinct examination of the question of 
boundaries, and to a rational and fiir inquiry into 
the titles and grounds on which each government 
rests its rights and pretensious. The natural or- 
der seems to require that we should begin this 
examination and inquiry with what relates to the 
eastern boundaries of Louisiana; that, after esta- 
blishing them as they ought to be, we may pro- 
ceed to examine;and establish, in like .manner, 
those whickregard the western; it being, never- 
theless, well understood, that neither by ‘this act, 
nor any one whatever of those which contribute 
to produce the present negociation, it shall be in- 
ferred, that hig catholic majesty renounces in any 
manner, the right he has, or may have, to reclaim 
against. the’ non-fulfilment of the treaty of St. Ide- 
phonso, concluded between Spain and. France in 
the year in 1800, and agaist the solemn stipula- 
tions contained in the additional! articles of the 
same treaty, forming an essential part of the con- 
tract between the two nations. 

The boundaries of Louisiana, on that side, join 
those of West Florida, and are sc precisely esta- 
blished and fixed by public treaties, that I do not 
think your‘government ean stiil persist in the opi- 
nion that Louisiana ought to be extended, by this 
Spanish province, to the river Perdido. If, how- 
ever, the imagination, resorting to specious sub- 
tleties and abstractions, carries us back to the pe- 
riod when France formed settlements on the left 
of the Mississippi, and possessetl what are now 
two distinct provinces, namely Louisiana and 
West Florida, still. the certain and. incontestable 
fact will follow, that Spain acquired neither of the 


_ Fioridas from France. That power, while, in 


possession of those territories, as she was until 
1763, might name them and point out their re- 
spective limits as she thought fit. That is quite 
unimportant to the present. question. It is cer- 
tain, that by the treaty. of 1765, France ceded to 
Engtand ali the territory possessed by her to. the 
eastward of the Mississippi, with the exception of 
the island of Orleans; an it is also certain, that 
England uni d, as her own, from that year, the 
same territory to Florida, which, by the same 
treaty, Spain had ceded to her; and » having 
added thereto the district and port of Pensacola, 
she called it West Florida, by which name, and 
no other, it has ever since been known. In the 
war 1779, Spain conquered the said territory of 
West Florida from England; and this right of 


conquest was afterwards secured by a solemn |} 


treaty, between England and Spain, in September 
1783. Itis by this title that West Florida belongs, 
until the present day, to Spain, in addition to 
East Florida, whigh was. also ceded by. the: said 
treaty It is evident then, that Spain neither ac- 
quired or received from France either of the 
Floridas, but »that she acquired them both of 
England, itt 1783, classed as two distinet provin- 
ces, and universally known by the names of East 
and West Florida. She has, from that period, 
possemed them separate and distinct, without 
raving €@ver confounded either of them with Loui- 
siana, either in whole or in part. ‘They are laid 
down distinet.and separate, in the maps, charts, 
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still maintain its opinion? The United States ace 


quired Louisiana from France, such as she had ace 


quired it from Spain by the treaty of St. Lidephon- 
so. In this treaty nothing is stipulated but. the 
re-trocession of Louisiana; nor is there a single 
word in the whole treaty that bears the most cis- 
tant allusion to West Flomda, which is the object 
to which the dispute is reduced in that/quarter. 
The clauses of the treaty” are clear, precise, and 
conclusive ; they fix the senseof the stipulation 
invariably, and leave no room for vague or spe. 
cieus constructions. The very title given to tirat 
oa by the contracting parties, at once pointed 
out the territory restored by Spain to Franee, in 
exchange forthe kingdom of Etruria. Thetit'e says 
*Retrocession of Louisiana;” andthe word « fire: 
cession” lias not, nor ever had, any other significa. 
tion, in the Spanish or French language, than the 
act of restoring to an individual, or a nation, that 
which had before been received from him, or 
from it; so that a different signification cannot 
be given te this word (adopted by the contract. 
ing parties to express the nature of their stipulas: 
tion) without changing-the proper and genuine 
acceptation, in both languages, of the definite 
term they have respectively employed, and with- 
out substantially changing the intentions which 
serve as the basis of the contract. 
The three clauses by. which they afterwards 
go on to fulfil this convention, agree perfectly 
with the said title, anel by supporting and explain- 
ing each other, they fix it ina clear and precise 
manner. The first clause says—* That his catho- 
lic majesty restores Louisiana to France, with the 
same extent it had when possessed by Spain.” 
It is well known that no part of the Floridas, oy 
other Spanish possessions, was then included jin 
Lonisiana, or anhexed to it. At that time Loui- 
siana was, in the hands of Spain, precisely what 


‘it was when ceded by France, in virtue of the 


treaty of 1764. In the same ‘treaty its eastern 
boundaries are marked by 4 line run-ing egst- 
ward from Manchae point, thence, following -the 
course of the river Iberville, and dividing the 
lakes: Borgne, Pontchartrain, and Maurepas, and 
finally terminating at the Gulf of Mexico, with- 
out leaving the smallest doubt as to the true points 
of the frontier. This is the territory which Spain 
retro-ceded to France, because it is the only one 
which she possessed under the name of Louis’. 
ana. The second clause -agrees with the first, 
and opportunely declares and fixes its import.— 
It says, “ana with the same extent it had when 
possessed by France,” expressions whicl»neces- 
sarily refer to the period of time which interve- 
ned between the cession, by France to England; 
of the territory, possessed by her on the left 
bank of the Mississippi, and the cession made by 
the same rower to Spain, of Louisiana. As the 
first of these two cessions took place in the year 
1765, and the’second in 1764, it is evident, that 
during that interval, France possessed Lovisiana 
inthe manner stated; and with the same extent 
did she cede.it to Spain, nor could she cede 1% 
with more, as she then possessed nothing more iu 
that part of the American continent. 

If a diffevent meaning be given to this clauise, 





and | raphies of all nations, from the yea 
1763, to the present day, In all the public acts 
and instruments which speak of them, they ap- 
pee d separate, as they do in the-dif- 
erent treaties in which they are mentioned. 
This being the case, how can your government 








imit to a former period, when France possessed” 


Es 
Louisiana jointly with the territory. ceded by he® «* - 


to England in 1763, it would place this clause in’ 
absolute contradiction with the title, and with the 
first clause of the treaty of Retro-cession, because, 





by supposing that the contracting parties alludey 
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isiana not haviag, prior to the year 1763, 
eae’ in the hands of France, the samg extent it 
had when in the hands of Spain at the time of the 
treaty of 1800, nor the same that it had when ce- 
ded by France to Spain, in 1764, it follows, that 
the second clause would be absurd and unmean- 
ing, if it glluded to a period of time anterior. to 
1763. It would be.absurd and unmeaning, be- 
cause, having no other object than to explain apd 
determine more circufstantially the first clause, 
which is the fundamental ene of the treaty, and 
that which governs the other, it would express a 
thing which could in no wise agree with the sti- 
pulations contained in it; since, by giving greater 
force to the import of the second clause, that 
which is considered the fundamental bagis of the 
first, would be rendered false and erroneous.—It 
would be absolutely contradictory to the express 
object and intent of the treaty since Spain not 
having received Louisiana from France with the 
extent in which she possessed it prior to tho year 
1763, but with that which it had when it was ce- 
ded im 1764, the retro-cession, which as I have 
just said, isthe axpress object and intent of the 
treaty, could not take place. Spain’ could only 
cede back to France what she had received from 
ber; nor could sce, moreover, add to the retro- 
cession any other particular territory of her do- 
miniois, without expressing or mentioning it.— 
Loilisiana was ceded back to France, such as it 
was received from her, and as she possessed it in 
1800, and had possessed it since she had acquired 
it. In fact, if Louisiana, while in the hands of 
Spain, included no part of West Florida, and if 
Spain had received no part thereof or of the other 

‘lorida, from France, how could she cede it back 
to France, of cede it without naming it, or saying 
‘a single word which could allude to this idea ?— 
Let us therefore agree, that it is impossible to 
give an arbitrary construction ‘to the second 
clause of the treaty ef St. Iidephonso, or any other 
than that which it has and eught to have, in con- 
nexion with the first clause, and with the title and 
the express object of that instrument. You can- 
not but be fully convinced, sir, of this truth; and 
en proceedi to the examination of the third 
clause, you will find what I have just stated still 
more comprehensively and clearly demonstrated 
This clause says, ‘and as it ought to be after the 
treaties concluded between Spain and other pow- 
ers.” The only treaties to which this clause 
could refer, were the following: 

1. That of 1764, by which France ceded Loui- 
siana to Spain. In this’ treaty the eastern boun- 
daries of Louisiana are marked by the course ‘of 
the Mississippi, and next by the river Iberville, 
the lakes Borgne, Ponchartrain, and Maurepas.— 
I was consequently proper here to recal what was 
set forth in this treaty. 2. That of 1783, between 
Spain and England, by which the latter confirmed 
to Spain, the possession ahd propggty of West 
Florida, which she had conquered difing the war, 
and ceded to her Bast Florida. Tt is a very fit 
moment to reeal the inviolability of this treaty; 
since it is evident from it, that the Floridas are 
two provinces independent of Louisiana, abso- 
lutely dnconnected with, and distinet from it ; and 
that they came into the possession. ef Spain by 
very different titles, in consideration’ of which, 
one thing cannét be confounded with another.— 
Audthe Sd is that of 1795, concluded between 
Spain and the U. States. As in this treaty the fron.” 


are described, and the Floridas are named as pro- 
vinces notoriously unconnected with and. distinct 
from Louisiana; as by it.the dismemberment of 
Natchez, Nogales, &c. was,effected,.and as it is 
therein stipulated, that wie navigation ofthe Mis- 
sissippi shall be free to the Americans and the 
Spaniards} and a place granted in favor of the 
former for their commodities on.the banks of the 
Mississippi, for which purpose New Orleans was 
designated for the term of three years; it was 
consequently thought propef to refer to this trea- 
ty, and show that it, as well as those of 1764 and 
1783, is, and ought to be, in full force and effect.’ 

You will perceive, sir, that the three clauses 
stipulating the retro-cession of Louisiana’ to 
Francé, cannot be more'conclusive ; that they‘are 
properly connected with and support each other, 
by declaring and explaining the intentions of the 
contracting parties, and the precise nature and 
extent of their contract ; so that it is impossible to 
give another interpretation to any of the said clau- 
ses,as that would place them in. contradiction 
with each other; and would, moreover, obscure 
the evident truth of facts, and invelve’a monstrous 
violation of public treaties; without excepting that 
of 1778, between France and thé United States.—~ 
You doubtless bear in mind, «sir, that by the 6th 
article of that treaty, France solemnly engages 
never to acquire West Florida, or any portion of 
the territory ceded by her to England, in 1763. 
How then could she, in 1800; aeqdire West Flo- 
rida or any part of it, evén although the treaty of 
St. Ildephonso. were not specifically and solely 
confined to the retro-cession of: Lonisiana, such 
as it was at that time, and as. it» had:been since 
1764? The understanding rejects .all doubt on 
points so clear and evident... By the treaty of St. 
lldephonso, France herself-only received Gouisi- 
ana, such as it was in the hands of Spain, andaas it 
was after its cession by France; it is well. known 
that it is the act of delivery. which. completes the 
contract. France ‘vas satisfied with what was de- 
livered to her, and neither claimed nor pretended 
to any thing move.’ Would the French Tn- 
ment, under: Napoléon, have. failed to claim. this 
additional territory, if, in that tfeaty, there had 
been found a single word of which,it could avail 
itself, or the smaillest -pretext for making the 
claim ? Certainly not, France knew perfectly weil 
that Louisiana did not comprehenda greater ex- 
tent of territory, and that all was delivered that 
belonged to her at the time the contract was 
made. wy. F 

The French government itself, after the dis: 
pute arose between the United States and Spain, 
which is now pending, declared in two cial 
notes, “*that the eastern boundaries of Louisiana 
are pointed out by the course of the Mississippi, 
and by the river Iberville, and the lakes Ponchar- 
train and Maurepas; that Spain’ has ceded back_ 
nothing more to France, nor had the latter a right 
to pretend:to more; and, that having substituted 
the United States.in her rights, they could. pre- 
my to nothing more in virtue of the cession or’ 
sale made tothem of Louisiana. -* ot 

“ The 12th.of Fruetedor, 12th year?? > 

** The eastern boundaries of Louisianaaré pom- 
ted out by the course of the Mississippi, and af 
terwards by the river Iberville, the ieee Pout- 
chartrain and ao This is the line ae de- 
markation which bounds the territory a. 
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would have heen asked for by France, and as she 
did nothing more thalysubstitute the U. States in 
the rights which she had acquired, they cannot 
require of Spain a more extensive cession, unless 
sich cession be negotiated “and stipulated be- 
tween then and Spain, by some further con- 
vention.” 

* The Hh of Germinal, 13th year.” 

This question could not become the subject of 
# serious contin aetween Spain and the Unit- 
ed States, except the conditions of ‘the treaties 
of,cession, which have successively traysferred 
Louisiana to France and the Americans, were lost 
sight of.” 

“ Spain could only cede back to France the ter- 
ritoty slie had received from her; the rights o 
France were afterwards transferred to the United 
States, and they were sv only to the same ex- 
tenti”” 

if; notwithstanding this full and irresistible de- 
monstration, you should be of opinion, sir, that it 
_ts'still necessary to.clear up this point, let us have 
recourse to France, that she may afford all the ex- 
— that are judged to be necessary oruse- 

ul, sin¢e nothing: is more proper than that she 
and Spain shoukl know ‘to what the treaty con- 
eluded at St. Hdephonso is reduced, and they 
alone aré competent to clear up any doubts that 
may have arisen as to the import of the expres- 
sions emploved in the siid freaty. It is unques- 
tionable that itagrees with the principle gener- 
ally acknowledged, that when a law or treaty of- 
fers any doubt, from the obscurity or ambiguity 
of the «words contained in it, the party which 
made the law or the treaty, is the one which 
#Oukt explain the meaning of such words, and 
-remove the doubt which has occurred. 

E would now proceed to declare what are,, or 
ought to be, the western boundaries of Lunisiana, 
and what are those which separate, or ought to 
separate it from the Spanish possessions, should 1 
not apprehend to make this note too diffuse.— 
Reserving myself, therefore, to discuss this point 
ina separate note, | now recal to your considera- 
tion the chief grounds and. arguments on which 
Spain founds her exclusive right to the whole ex- 
tent of West Florida, in order that when we are 
agreed upon this peint, we may proceed to a like 
examination ahd deliberation on the western 
boundaries of Louisiava. ' 

Butialthough thisis the order pointed ont by 
yeason And justice in the actual state of the pend- 
mg differences, neverdheless, that we may judge 
upon the most-exact ‘information of the grounds 
snd arguments of each government respectively, 
and after agreeing on what belongs to Spain and 
what belongs to the United States, we may be 
enabled to lav the basis ofa general and final set- 
tlement of all differences; if you should think 
there can he a more expeditions inode of settling 
and terminating them, without prejudicing the 
fnyidlable rights of the crown of Spain, and on 

nciples of reciprocal utility and convenience, 
you'may communicate your ideas thereon to me, 
with the certainty that itis the earnest wish \of 
his « ie majesty that this ne;zotiation may be 
amicibly terminated, for which purpose he has 
given me decisive ordersand- instructions ; and I 

i you, sir, that T shall think myself ve- 

happys if in this neyotiation T can satisfy all 


feNo, 13. Va), v 


er, ot may be compatible with the rig 
or of his majesty” esate obra es. + oa 
I wage y you, sir, the assurances of my Te 
spects, and I pray God to presery mend 
years. . tis 
(Signed) LUIS DE ONTS: 
Washington, 29th December, 1817. ‘wr 
(Documents toe continued. 3 
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NATIONAL LEGISLATURE. 
FIRST SESSION—FIFTEENTM CONGHESS, 


SENATE. 
Wednesday, March 18: . 
Arsenal Ports. 


‘The following resolution moved yesterday, hy 
Mr, King was taken up this day, read, amended 
and agreed to as follows. 

Resolved, That the President of t i 
States be, and he hereby is, requested Si maiel 
be resumed and completed, a survey of the par. 
bors of Portsmouth, Boston, Newport, New Lon. 
don, New York, with the two entrances thereof 
ofthe waters of the lower Chesapeake bay,and of 
York river, for the purpose that two suitable sta. 
tions may be selected for the establishment of ar. 
senal ports; that in connexion with, and aid of 
the naval officers to be employed in this service, 
officers and the corps of engineers be joined, with 
instructions to survey the harbors and waters a. 
foresaid, and the islands and shores in and about 
tie same, and to report sketches of the works ng. 
cessary for the protection of the several places 99 
surveyed, with estimates of the expense of their 


the same; 

‘That these surveys and reports be laid before 
the Senate during the first week of the next ses- 
sion of Congress, with a designation of the twa 
stations, which in the s@parate or joint opinion of 
the persons to be employ ec! as aforesaid; are the 
most fitfor the establishment of the two. arserd 
ports aforesaid. . 

~ The bill from the House of Representatives fi 
‘altering the time of holding the District Court fol 
the District of Virginia, was read a third time and 


| passed. 


The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to repay or remit certain Alien. duties there- 
in deseribed ; the’bill to adjust the claims to lots 
in the town of Vincennes, and for the sale of thé 
land appropriated as a common for the use ofthe 
i.™ <bitants of sail town; the bill to defray the ex- 
penses of the Militia when marching to places of 
rendezvous; the bill respecting the surveying 
and sale of the public lands in the Alabama terra 
tory ; were severally read a third time, passed and 
sent to the House of Representatives for concur 


rence. my 
PPiurocuy, March 19. 


The report of the cdmmittee of naval affairs 
the memorial of certain officers of the-navy and 
of the marine corps attached to the Mediterra- 
nean squadron; was taken tp, and postponed ‘to 
the first Monday in April’nest. 
On motion ef Mr. t-ppes, it was “ 
Resolved, ‘That the President of the- 
States be requested to cause to be laid before’ 
Senate’an estimaté/of the sum necessary for, the 
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¢ just desires and hopes of the United States, 
or which T shall omit nothing that is in my pow- 
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establishment of two docks for the purpgse ofre-_ 
pairing vessels of the Jargest size. 
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_ing land offices in the Districts east of the island of 








War. Toei 818.) © 


On motion of Mr Rurgizs, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on public lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
extending the jurisdiction and laws of the Terti- 
tory of Michigan to the Eastern Boundary of the 
Winois Territory. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to adjust the claims to laad, and establish- 





Kew Orleans. In maturing the dctails of this 

bill, and demnening propositions to amend it, the 

Senate oceupied the remainder of the sitting. 
Friday, March 20. 


Mr. Crittenden, from the committee on the ju- 
diciary, reported a bill prescribing the manner of} 
deciding controversies between two or more 
atates. 

Reduction of the staff of the Army. 

Mr. Williama, of Tenn. from the committee on 
military affairs, reported the bill to reduce the 
staff ofthe army, with an amendment, proposing: 
the following additional sections : 

Sec, 6. dnd be it further enacted, That after.the 
first day of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
nineteen, the present system of supplying the 
army with rations be abolished, «nd that in lieu 
thereof shall be appointed by the President, by. 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, one 
commissary general, with the rank, pay, aid emo- 

‘uments of colonel of ordnance, who shall, before 
entering on the duties of his office, give bond and 
security, in such sum ag the President may direct, 
and as many assistants to be taken from the sub- 
alterns of the line, as the service may require, who 
shall receive twenty dollars per month, in addition 
to their pay in the line, and who shall, before 
entering on the duties of their office, give bond 
and security, in such sums asthe President may 
direct. 

- The commissary general and his assistants shall 
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relate to his office duties, shall be free fiom poste 


“Bre President laid before the Seriate the gen- 
eral account of the Treasuret of the United States 
for 1817, and the accounts of the War'and Navy: 
Departments, from October, 1816, to, October, 
1817, together with the reports thereon. 

The President communicated by \message in 
writing, information respecting the negotiations 
last year with the Netherlands ,'which was read. 

Kentucky and Ohio Canal. 

On motion of Mr. 7'aldot, 
Resolved, ‘That the committee on so much of 
the President’s message as relates to roads, canals, 
‘and seminaries of learning, be instructed to in- 
— into the propriety and expediency of provi- 

ing by law for the subscription, on the part of 
the United States, for certain shares in the Ken-- 
tucky and Ohio Canal Company, reserved for the U- 
nited States by the’ act of ion of the said 
company; passed: at the last session of' the Keti- 
tucky Legislature. 

Mr. Campbell, from the committee on-finance, 
reported the bill to authorize the’State of Ten- 
nessce to issue grants.and perfect titles to certain: 
entries and locations of. lands, with .some:amend., 
ments ; which were read. . .. , 

The committee appointed on the 4th inst. to in- 
quire itito the ediency of adopting meastresy 
for the cveriy apne Indian titles to certain 
lands, were discharged from a further consider< 
latian of the subject, adjourned to Monday.¢ 

Monday, March 23. 

A bill was reported for the relief of President, 
Directors and Company of the Merchant’s Bank 
of Newport, Rhode-Island; which bill was read. 
and passed to a second reading. “y 

A report was also made, declaring it inexpedi- 
ent to extend the provisions of the law, be 
ing the mode in which the public acts; records, 





perform such duties, in purchasing and issuing of 
mtions to the army of the United States, as the 
President may direct. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That supplies for 
the army, unless in particular urgent cases 
the Secretary of War should otherwise d.: et, 
shall-be purchased by coutract, to be made by 
the commissary general, on public notice, to be 
delivered on inspection, in the bulk, and at such 
owe as shall be stipulated ; which contract shall 

e made under such regulations as the Secretary 
of War may direct. 

_ Sec. 8. And be it Further enacted, That the Presi- 

dent may make such alterations in the component 

parts of the ration as a due regard to the health 

and consort of the army, and economy may re- 
ire. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the com- 
missary general, and his assistants, shall not be 
concerned, directly or indirectly, in the purchase 
or sale, in trade or commerce, of any article en- 
tering into the composition of the ration allowed 
ta the troops in the service of the Unitéd States, 
except on account of the United States ; nor shall 
such officer take and apply to his own.use any 
gainor emolument for negotiating or transactin 
any ‘business connected, with the duties of his, 
othe, other than what is or may be allowed by 
law; and the commissary general, an his assis- 
tants, shall be subject to martial law. 


Bi! the senate adjoyrned. 


&e. in each state shall be authenticated ‘to -give 
them effect in another state, tothe public acts, 
records, kc. of the territories of the United States 

The President communicated the meterial of 
the Legislature of Alabaina territory, ‘praying te. 
. be invested? with powerto incorporate 
to construct turnpike roads, &c. which waa-read: 
and referred. 4 

The bill toalter the time of holding asession of 
the district court of the District of Maine, was con 
sidered and ordcred to a third reading... 

The bill regulating the pay and emoliments of 
brevet officers ; andthe resolution authorizing. a 
subscription for 1300 by 2 of the volume 
of (Waits) state papers, were read the 
third time and passed. wt 

The bill respecting Naval Depots &c. was poste” 
poned to Wednesday. ass 

Laid claims east of New Orleans. 

The bill for adjusting claims to land and veg 
lishing land off-ces in the districts east of the is- 
Jand of New Orleans, was resumed, and, after, 
being further amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read 4 third time. tie 

After the transaction of some ‘other, busi 


be ee 
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Tuesday, March 24. 





Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That all letters 
‘@ and fpom the commiggary general, which may 





_Mr. Dickinson reported’a resolnt directing 
médals to be struck, and, together w eye 
of congress, presentgd to major Gen. Harrisan 


apd Gay. Shelby. 
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Case of R. W. Meade. 


Mr. Barbour, from the committee of foreign te. 
lations, to whom had been referred the represen- 
tations in behalfof Mr. Meade, made a réport of 
considerable length, taking a full view of the sub- 
jects, recognizing the wrongs of Mr. Meade, and 
declaring, substantially, that if the demand of the 
executive for his release be not complied ‘with, 
the offence ought to be visited with severe retri- 
bution. oN , 

Mr. Barbour,submitted a bill to increase the 
salaries of the heads of department per cent. 
en their present amount, which. was read. 

The bill adjusting the claims to land, and es- 
tablishin land offices in the district east of the 
island of New-Orleans, had been previously much 
cortested ; and, en. the question that the bill be 
engrossed for a third ing, it was decided as 
follows : Cass 

YEAS—Messrs. Campbell, Daggett, Gaillard» 
Morrow, Roberts, Ruggles, Smith, Van Dyke, 
Wiliams.—9 

NAYS—Messrs.. Burrill, Dickerson, Eppes, 
Fromentin, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, Lacock, 
Macon, Stokes, Storer, Talbot.—12. - 

So the bill was rejected. 


Wednesday, March 25. 


After the disposal of a. number of petitions and 
theteadimg of several bills and reports received 

yesterday from. the house of representatives, Mr. 
‘Troup submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 

_be instructed to inquire into the’ expediency of 

setting apart and appropriating the dividends 
which shall arise from the shares held by the go- 
vernment in’the bank of the United States, to the 
manufacture of arms and equipments for arming 
and equipping the whole body of militia of the 
United States. 

The bill concerning the bounty to fishing ves- 
sels; and the bill for altering the time of holding 
a session of thedistrict court of the district of 
Maine, were read the third time 4nd passed. 

Several bills were read and ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third'time. The senate then 
resumed the consideration of the bill to: reduce 
the staff of the army; and, on the question of 
agreeing to the amendment reported by the mi- 
litary committee (to substitute a eommissariat in- 
stead ofthe present mode of subsisting the army 
by contract,) it was determined in the affirmative, 
by yeasand nays, as follows : 

YEAS—Méessrs. Barbour, Crittenden, Daggett, 
Eppes, Fromentin, Gaillard, Horsey, King, Lacock, 
Macon, Morrill, Morrow, Noble, Otis, Ruggles, 
Sanford, Smith, Stokes, Tait, Talbot, Taylor, 
‘Troup, Van Dyke, Williams of Miss. Williams of 
Fen.—25. . 

- NAYS—Messrs. Burrill, Dickerson, Roberts, 
Tichenor, Wilson—5. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed 
and’ read a third time. 

The bill to authorize the state of Tennessee to 
issue grants and perfect titles on certain entries 
and locations of lands, was taken up,.and, after 


rly oa ob modifications, the bill was fi- 





nally o to be .engrossed and read a third 

time by thé following vote : : 
YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Burrill, .Campbell, 

Daggett, Dickerson, Gaillard, Horsey, Jolinson, 
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Storer, Txit, Tichenor, 
Ten. Wilson—20, 

NAY>—Messrs. Macon, Stokes,—2; ; 

A _ message in writing was received from the 
president communicating to congress infermati 
concerning the existing war with the Semindla 
Indians ; which message, with the Papers accom, 
panying it, was read; and > 

The senate adjourned. bad a 

Thursday, March 26. ‘ 

Much business of minor impoita trans 
acted inthe sitting of this day. Mr. Tres yee 
solution subnitted yesterday was agreed rs by 
vera ee from the other house ‘dina 
referred. The joint resolution directi i 
of the acts, &c. of congress to be jo a a 
pared, was ordered to a third reading. “— 

The joint resolution, offered by Mrs 
on the, 9th December, proposing apn 
to the Constitution, to give congress the powerof 
appropriating money for the construction of reads 
and canals, with the consent of the statés in 
which. they are made, &c. was taken up; and 

ostponed to the Ist of July, (rejected) by the 

ollowing vote : 

For the postponement—Messrs, Burrill, Camp. 
bell, Crittenden, Debwett, Eppes, Gaillard, fe. 
sey, Hunter, King, Lacock, Morrill, Morrow, Rag. 
gles, Sanford, Storer, Talbot, Taylor, Troup, 
Van Dyke, Williams of Miss. Williams of Tea, 
Wilson.—22. 

. Against the postponement.—Messrs. Barbour, 
Dickerson, Fromentin, Macon, ,Roberts, Smith, 
Stokes, ‘Tait, Tichener.—9. 

the bill.to issue grants and perfect titles to cer. 
tain locations of land ; and the bill to reduce the 
staff of the army, were read the third time, passed. 
and sent to the house. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to increase the salaries of the heads of depart- 
ments and the attorney general, which.was so. 
modified. as to fix the salaries of the secretaries of 
state and treasury each $ 6500. Secretaries of war 
and navy each $ 6000. 

The post master general % 4000 andthe attor- 
ney .eneral § 3500, all to commence on the Ist. 
day of the year 1818; whrich bill was ordered to 
be engrossed tora third reading.—Adjourned. 

a 
HOUSE OF KEPRESENTATIVES. © 
Thursday, March 19. 


Mr. Johnson of Ken. reported, without amend. 
ment, the bill from the senate extending the 
time for obtaining military land warrants, amd 
for other purposes: which bill was read,a third 
time and passed. ; 
Mr. Taylor submitted a joint resoJution au- 
thorizing. the transporte by mail, free of 

age, by the members of congress, of the docu- 


iments lately communigated by the president, re- 


specting our relatiofis with Spain, which was 
read three times pussed arid sent to the senate 
for concurrence. ; ‘ 
On motion of Mr. Spencer, the secretary of 
state was directed to give information tothe, 
house whether a distribution has been mag 
the journals and documents published undes 
order of congress, according to the joint resolu- 
tion of the 27th December, 1813, and to report 








King, Morrow, Noble, Otis, Roberts, Kuggles, 


such distribution. 


were readiand * 


what further provis‘yns are necessary to ensure . 





ail 


- 





gailin 
pirac 
tee | 


‘of 3 
ame! 


of t 
rep 
in ct 
elec 


~ for 


witl 


tor 








_ 


~ for the district of Ohio. 


+ of Mr. Lowndes it was laid on the table that the 


Yo. I.—1818.] 


The bills mentioned in the proceedings of the 
genate yesterday, as haying passed and sent to the 
for concurrence were, received, and sever- 
read the third time‘and:passed. : 
ately The Neutrality, Bill 
» The house then again resolved itself into a 


committee of the whole, Mr. Deshwin the chair, |} 


on the bill in addition to ‘the “act forthe punish- 
ment of certain crimes against the United States,” 
and to repeal.the acts therein mentioned—Mr. 
Clay’s motion to'Sdd a section exempting vessels 
sailing under tlie flags of unrecognized govern- 
ments, efitering our ports, from the penalties of 
piracy, being still under consideration 

A good deal of discussion ensued, the commit- 
tee having finally got through the bill, on motion 


amendments might be printed. 
Mr. Herricks’ Right to a Seat. 

The house then went again into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Pleasants in the chair, on the 
report of the committee of elections, in the case 
of the disputed right of Mr. Herrick to his seat 
in consequence of having for some time after his 
election, held the office of United States’ attorney 
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The speaker laid before the house a letter from 

the secretary of the treasury, transmitting reports 

respecting tonnage and certain imports ex- 

ports, made in obedience to the resolutions mov- 

ed by Mr. Pitkin-on the 29th of December last. 
Mr. Herricks Seat. 

The house again went into committee of the 
whole on this subject, Mr. Smith of Md. in the 
chair—Mr. Adams’ motion to reyetse the report 
and vacate the seat of the member, being still un- 
dcr consideration, the debate was revived, Mr. 
Taylor concluded his speech ‘in favor of the re- 
port, Mr. Hopkinson “opposed it in a speech of 
an hour’s length. "Mr. Baldwin spoke in favor of 
Mr. Herrick’s retaining his seat, Mr. Adams re- 
plied, after. which, y og 

The question was taken on reversing the re- 
port of the cnmmittee of elections, and carried—, 
ayes 67, noes 66. ‘ . 

The committee then rose and reported theit 
decision to the house, be pig 

After a good deal of desultory conversation’on 
various motions, touching the. right. of certain 
members to vote on the question, whose seats 
were: supposed to be held under circumstances 





The report concludes 
witha resolution that Mr. H. is entitled to a seat 
—which resolution Mr. Adams yesterday moved 
to reverse. 

A long debate ensued Messrs. Anderson Ken. 
and Forsyth opposed the right of the member to 
a seatin the house and Messrs. Johnson Ken. 
Fae! and Taylor, (chairman of the committee 
of elections) advocated the report and the right 
of the member to a seat, but before the debate 
was concluded the committee rose and obtained 
leave to sit again—Adjourned. 


Friday, March 20. 

Mr. Sergeant, from the committee of ways and 
means made a report favorable to allowing draw 
back on refined sugar ex and on spirits <lis- 
tilled from toreign materials. 

The resolution of the legislature of Maryland, 
respecting the establishment of a naval depot 
within that state was referred to a select com- 
mittee. - 

The committee on public lands were directed 
to‘inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law for the endorsement on each patent for mili- 
tary bounty land, of the surveyors’ description of 
the soil, timber, &c, of the, lot conveyed by such 
patent, 


Kentucky and Ohio Canai Stock. 


On motion of Mr. Anderson it was 

** Resolved, That the committee on so much of 
the, president’s message as relates to roads, ca- 
nals, and seminaries of learuing, be instructed to 
inquire into the propriety of authorizing the se- 
cretary of the treasury, to s..bscribe on behalf of 
the United States, for five hundred shares in the 
capitol stock ef Kentucky & Ohio canal company. 

Un motion of Mr. Sergeant it was ; 


Resolved, That the president of the United] 


States be and he is hereby requested to lay be- 
iore thislicuse, if not inconsistent with the pub- 
lic imterést, any communications made to the 
department of state, relating to the occupation of 
Amelia Island, not heretofore communicated. 

A message was received from the president re- 


similar to that of Mr. Herrick, ‘and therefore 
personally interested in’ the decision—and after 
refusing to excuse MriBarberofOhio, and Mr. 
Hubbard of New-York, from voting—the question 
on concurring withthe committee of the whole 
in reversing the report of the committee of elec- 
tions, was decided in the negative, by yeas and 
nays, as follows : : yum 

Those who voted for concurring withthe com- 
mittee of the whole, and, of course, against the 
right of the member to a seat; were— 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Allen Mass. Andersofi Ken 


Austin, Ball, Barbour Va. Ba’ Bayley, Beecher, Bel- 
linger, Bennett, Burwell, Claibo ci . Crawford, Cush- 
man, Darlington, Edwards, Ervin 8. ‘C. Floyd, Forney, For- 


Garnett, Hogg, Helmes Cen, 1, 
Uving N.Y, Johmon Va. Little, Lowndes, M'Lane, Marr, 
Mason R. I. Middleton, Jer. Nelson, H. Ne ee 
ling, Peter, Pindall, Pleasants, Rhea, Riee, i 
Robertson Lou. Ruggles, Sawyer, Schuyler Besgrant, Se- 
bert, Sherwood, Simkins, Slocumb, S. Smith, “ 
J. S. Smith, Speed, Stewart N, C. Terrell, 4 Tomp- 
Vins, Tucker{Va. Tucker S.C. Walker Ken. Wendover, Wes. 
terlo, Whiteside, Williams Con, Williams N.Y. Williams N. Ce 
Wilson Mass,—74. ’ ; ‘ 

Those who voted against coneurring; and in fa« 
vor of the member’s keeping his seat, were— 

NAY5—Messrs. Allen Vt. Anderson Pa, Barber 
Ohio, Bassett, Bloomfield, Blount, Boden, Boss, ’ 
bette Dasha, Earle, Ellicott, Folger, Ga: Tole: fiah Dele 

rv esi ar 
Harrison, Hisbreack, Herkimer, Hitehooek, Holmes Masse 
Hubbard, Hunter, Johnson 7 ’ 
Lawyer, Livermore, W. P, Maclay, M‘Coy, 
Mason Mass, Merrill. Moore, Jerse» Moseley, Mumford, 
Murray, New, Ogi Paliner, ittersin, Poindexter, Porter, 
ae tingeolds oberton pow mc ry mn Seu . 
tt Ww; isbee. thard, trong, 
‘Tarr. Taylor, Townernd, Tyler, Upham, Walker N. c, Ai 
lace, Whitman, Wilkin, Wilson Pen—77, ’ 

The question was takeit by yeas and nays, on 
agrecing with the committee of elections that Mr. 
Herrick is entitled to a seat, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 77, noes 70; ard 

The house adjourned. 

Saturday, March 21, 


Mr. Lowndes, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported the bill from the senate to au- 
thorize the secretrry of the treasury to 
to remit certain alien duties, without ame nt, 
and the bill was committed to a committte of thé 








‘tive to our relations with the Netherlunds. 


whole house, 


Jones, Kinsey, Kirtland, . 


he 
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The speaker iaiti before the house a letter 
ftom the treasurer of the United States, gans- 
mitting the annual report cf his accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Simkins, 


Resolved, That the committee on the public 


Tmds be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing other lands offices in the territory 
of Alabama than those already established, and 
of appointing other registers and receivers of pub- 
Mc monies in addition to those already appointed. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, 

Resolued, ‘That a committee be appointed to en- 
quire into the expediency of providing by law for 
an earlier sommencement of the mext session of 
congress than the stated period, with leave to re- 
port by bill or otherwise. 


The rights of Elias Earle of S.C. and of George | 


Mumford of N. C. to seats in the house of repre- 
§entatives were confirmed. 

Several bills then passed through committees 
of the whole housé and were ordered to a,third 
reading and the house adjourned. 

Monday, March 23. 
Dissemination of the Laws. 
Mr. Taylor submitted the following résolution, 


thich was twice redd and ordered to be engross-, 


ed, and read a third time: ‘ 
. Resolved hy the senatetand house of representa- 
tives of the United States of America in congress 
assembled, ‘That after the close of each session of 
congress, an alphabetical index of the acts and 
joint resolutions, Sone at the preceding session, 

ll be prepared, printed and distributed there- 
with, under the direction of the secretary for the 
department of state. 

Neutral. Relations. 

The house then proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the amendments reported by the commit- 
tee of the whole, to.the bill in addition to the act 
“to punish certain crimes against the United 
Sates,” and to repeal the acts therein mentioned. 

The amendments were successively agreed to, 
with the exception of the following, which was re- 

rted by the committee as a 14th section to the 

ill, to: wit : , 
“ Sec. 14.’ And be it further enacted, That in 
cutions either against persons or property, 
shiling under the flag of any colony, district or 
people which shall be admitted into the ports of 
the d States, it shall not be deemed ground 
for the punishment or condemnation of such per- 
son or property, that the sovereignty of such co- 
bony, district or people has not been acknow- 
ledged. by the government of the United States. 
Provided That the colony district or people, afure- 
said, have orgaized ao existing government, 
claiming to be independent, at the time of commis- 
sion of the fact of which the persons are charged, 

Attempts were made variously 10 ameud this 

. Bection but none prevailed. 
*. Mr, Lewndes then rose and moved that. the 
Bill and amendments be indefinitély postponed ; 
“which motion was decided in the negative, by 

yeasand nays as follows: 

, Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Alien, Mass, Allen Vt. 
( Barbour Va. Bayley, Beecher, Bennett, Bass, Cla- 
, | aaa Crafe, man, pa a Earle, Edwards, 
S.C, Foiger, Forsyth, Hall Deh Hall N.C. Hitch- 
eock, Holmes Con, Hopkinson, Hubbard, Hunter, Hunting- 
ton, Lowndes, VitLane, W. P, Maclay, Mason Mass. Mason 


R. I. Mercer, Middleton, Morton Moseley, Jer. Nelson, H. 
e i Ogi a, Parrott, Pawling, Pindall, Pitkin, Poindexter, 


N 
R en, Rice, Richards, Ruggles, Schuyler, Sergeant. 
Shersovd, Stishee, ‘Sincium, Stocutud, 8. Siufth, Ales. Suiyth, 


‘ 


J, $. Smith, Stewart N.C. Stiong, Strother, Stusr: 
‘Taytor, poe Townend, Wi Y Whites: Wi Ma. 
Con. Williams N. ¥, Williams N.C. ison Mass,—79, 


Tl 1 5 me getty 5 J 
‘he following amendment se 

Tucker was adopted ; aoe ok ma ym 
k which shall be a admitted” and to insert, after 
y United States,” the words “under the instruc. 
tions of the president of the United States, to the 
several collectors of the customs? 

And the following proviso was added to the 
section on motion of Mr. Smith, of Md, 

Povided, that nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to affect the right af citizens of the 
United States, who may prosecute in the courts 
of the United States for property taken from 
them on the high seas ;” after which, . 

The section as amended, was agreed 

Mr. Tucker of Va.. moved to strike out the 
10th and 11th section of the bill, in the following 
words: 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
ya yar or a of cpa | armed ship or ves. 
sel sailing out of the ports of the Unj 
belanging wholly or ogint to citi a heat 
shall enterinto bond to the United Sfates with 
sufficent sureties prior to clearing out the same, 
in double the amount of the value of the vessel 
and cargo on board, including her armament, that 
the said ship or vessel shall not be employed by 
such owners to cruize or commit hostilities against 
the subjects, citizens or property, of any foreign 
prince or state, or of any colony, district, or peo- 
ple with whom the @fnited States are at peace. 

Sec. 11. And be uz further enacted That the 
collectors of the customs be, and they are here- 
by respectively authorized and required, to de- 
taia any vessel manifestl)~ built for warlike pur- 
poses; and about to depart the United Stat 
of which the cargo shall principally consist 
arms and munitions of war; when the number 
of jmen shipped on board or other circumstances 
shall render it probable that such vessel is in- 
tended to be employed by the owner or owners 
to cruize or to commit hostilities upon the suo- 
jects, citizens, or property of any foreign prince 
or state, or of any colony, district or people, with 
whom the United States are at peace, until the 
decision, of the president be had thereon, oran- 
til the owner or owners shall give such bond 
security as is required of tle owners of 
ships by the preceding section of the act. 

The question being divided, was first taking on 
striking out the tenth section, and decidedin the 
negative, by yeas antl nays as follows; 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson Pen. Anderson Ken. Bellinger, 
Pg eg ee meng Ma he F- 
obaspa Ver Jobueon’ Ken. Rinses, Little, as 
fernmy Poindexter, Porter Qharies, Roberson 
Walker Ken,’ Wilince, Whitesides 


NAYS—Messts, Abbott, Adams, Allen Mass, Allen Yt 
Baidwim Bali, Barbour Va. Bassett, Barley, Beecher. 
nett, Bloomfield, Boden, Boss, Burwell, Butler, C 
Crafts, Cishnan, Darlington, , Edwatts, Eitiedtt, 











) 


1 

















Vor. L—1818,] 


1, Hall N. C. Hasbrouck, Hoge, Holmes, Con 
Hale heron yoo Fon: Huntingtoa, Irving N. . Kirtland, Law- 
- Linn, Livermore, Lowndes MtLane, W. P. Macisy, Ma- 
i A tg eg to es 
. . Nelsow en, mez, Parrott, Pawling . 
eh Prkim, Picasants, Reed, Rhea, Rice, Rieh, ichards,, 
Rin id, Robertson Ken. Ruggics, Sampson, Schuyler, 
ah Sergeant, Seybert, Slocumb, 5. Smith. Bal. Smith, 
SeIeiayth, Speed, Stewart N, C, Strong, Strother, Stuart 
rie jor, Cerrell, ‘Lerey, Tompkins, ‘Townsend, Upham, 
Mi aos Ke C, Wendover, Westerio, Whitman, Wil)inmms Con, 
Walkie Nx. ¥. Wiliams N.C, Wilkin, Wilson Mass. Wilson 
pa95. was 
viye questin was next put. on striking out the 


Lith section, as above atated, and decided also in 


e, negat ive. ‘ . 
so ne question was then taken on ordering the 
pill to be engrossed as amended and read a third 
time, and carried, by yeas aud nays, as follows : 


-3,\S—-Messrs. Abbott, Anderson Pa. Anderson Ken. Bail, 

: a Va. Barber Ohio, Bassett, Beecher, Bellinger, Bloom- 
a Roden, Burwell, Campbelj, Claiborne, Cook, Crafis, 
pw y, Culbreth, Desha, Edwards, Ellicott, Floyd, Forney, 
—, Hale, Hall N.C. Harrison, Hasbrouck, Herkimer, 
ory ick, Hogg, Holmes M. Hubbard, Jrving N.Y. Jobmeout 
Vu. Jones, Kinsey, Kirtiand, Lawyer, Lian, Littic, Livermore, 
MeCoy, Marchand, Marr, Merrill, Moore, Mumfgrd, Murray, 
H, Neisonw, T. M. Nelson, New, Ogic, Owen, Palmer, Parrott, 
Patversomt, Peter, P ts, Poind , Porter, Quaries, 
Rich, Ringgold, Robertson Ken, Robertson Lau. Sampson, 
Sawyer. Seudder, Settle, Seybert, Shaw, Silsbee, S. Smith, | 
Bal, Suith, Speed, Spencer, Strother, Tallmadge, Tarr, | 
‘Yaylor ‘Terrreil, Tompkins, Towisend, Trimbie, ‘Tucker 
“Va. ‘Tucker §. C. Tyler, Waiker N. C, Waiker Ken. Wallace, 
Wendover, Whiteside, Wilkin, Wiison., Pen.—95. f 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen Mass Alien Vt Baldwin, ; 
Bay!ey, Bennett, Boss, Clagett, Cobb, Cushman, Pay Sy 
Kare, Folger, Gag Hall Del. Heimes Con, eghiannts une ; 
ter, Huntington, Lowndes, M*Lane, W* P. Maclay, Mason 
Mase. Mason R. L, Mercer, Middleton, Moseley, Jer. Nelson, ' 
Ogden, Pawling, Pindall, Pitkin, Reed, Rhea, Rice, Richards, | 
Ragglet, Schuyier, Sengeant, Slocumb, Alex. Smyth, Stew- | 
art 





N.C, Strong Stuart, Md. Terry. Westerlo, W hitman, Wil- ‘ 


fits Con. Wiluams N. ¥. Williams N. C. Wilson Mass.—31, 
Several engrossed bills, heretofore ordered to a 
third reading, were read a third time and passed. 


Tuesday, March 24, 

- A great portion of this day’s sitting was taken 
taken up in receiving petitions, hearing reports 
and bills from cummittees, &c. kc 

The resolution for directing the secretary of 
state to prepare annually an index to the laws and 
resolutions of congress, was read a third time and 
passed. : 
National Flag. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of, 
the whole, Mr. Dseha in the chair, on the bill to’ 
alter the flag of the United States, {providing that 
from and after the fourth day of July next, the | 
flag of the United States be thirteen horizontal | 
stripes, alternate red and white; that the union , 
be twenty stars, white ina blue field; and that on 
the admission of every new state into the Union, 
one star be added to the union of the flag, and 
that such addition shall take effect on the fourth 
day of July then next succeeding ] 

Mr. JVendover sustained the expediency of 
adopting the regulation proposed by the bill, in a 
speech of some length. 

Several attempts were made to amend and mo- 
dify the bill, none of which prevailed. The bill was 
ordered to be engrossed.and read a third time. 

Appropriations for 4818. 

_, The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the. rg Mr. Desha in nore. making ap- 
propriations for the support of govern t for 
the year 1818 $63 : ma 


After going through the details of the bill, Mr. 
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4 *, 
ier 

lary of & minister to be deputed ftom the ‘United 

States to the independent provinces of ‘the river 


La Plata, in South America. 
This proposition Mr. Clay folowed. up by en- 


‘tering into a discussion of the question, jnyolved 


in his motion, of a recognition of the inde- 
pendence of the South American. states meu- 
tioned. He continued his arguments until tile 
house adjourned. ‘ 


Wednesday, March 25, 

A resolution was adopted to prevent waste and. 
trespass of public lands reserved for the use of 
schools. ! 

The engrossed bill “in addition to the act for- 
the punishment of certain crimes against the U. 
States, and to repeal the actstherein mentioned,” 
and the engrossed bill to establish the flag of the 
United States, were severally read the third thme, 
passed, and sent to the senate. 

Appropriation far 1818, or Independence of South 
America, : 

The house having resolved itself into. commit: 
tee of the whole, Mr. Desha in the chair, on 
this, Mr. Clay resumed his speech, which was in- 
terrupted yesterday. by the ‘adjournment of the 
house, whick he continued about three hours, in 
support of his proposition. He was followed and 
opposed by Mr. Forsyth for about two hours, af- 
ter when the committee, rose, reported progress, 
and obtained leave to sit again. 

Seminole Wart. 
The following message was received from tlic 
president of the United States. ; 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of tht 
United States. 


I now lay before Congress all the information 
in the possession of the executive, respecting the 
war with the Seminoles, and the measures, which 
it has been thought proper to adopt, for the safety 
of our fellow-citizens, on the frontier exposed tu 
their ravages. The enclosed documents, she 
that the hostilities of this tribe were unproyokéd, 
the offspring of a spirit, long cherished and oftea 
manifested towards the U and that 
in the’ present instance, it was extending 
itself to other tribes, and daily ing a more 
serious aspect, As soon as the nature and object 
of this combination were perecived, the.Major 
General commanding the southern Division of 
the troops of the United states, was ordered to 
the theatre of action, charged with the 
ment of the war, and vested with the powers ne- 
cessary to give it effect. The season of the year 
being unfavorable to active operations, and the 
recesses of the country affording shelter to these 
savages, in case of retreat, may prevent a prompt 
termmation of the war, but it may be fairly pre- 
sumed, that it will not be long before this tribe 
and its associates receive the punishment which. 
they have provoked and justly merited. j 

As almost the whole of this tribe inhabits the 
country within the limits of Florida, Spain was. 
bound, by the treaty uf 1795, to restrain them’ 
from committing hostilities against the U. States. 
We have seen, with regret, that her government 
has altogether failed to fulfil this obligation, nor 
are we aware that it made any effort to that ef- 
fect. When we consider ber utter disability to 


. 








Clay moved to insert in the bill a provision to ap- 
Drupritte 18,609 asthe outfit, and, one yeur’s sa- 


check, even in the slightest degree, the movt- 
ments of this tribes by her very small and intohp 
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petent force in Florida, we are not disposed to as- 
cribe the failure to any other cause. ‘he inabili, 
ty, however, of Spain, to maintain her authority 
over the territory and Indians, within her limits, 
and in consequence to fulfil'the treaty, ought not 
to expose the United States to other and greater 
injuries. Where the authority of Spain ceases to 
exist, there the United States have a right fo 
pursue their enemy, on aprinciple of self-defence. 
In this instance, the right is. more complete and 
obvious, because we shall. perform -only what 
Spain was bound to have performed herseit—To 
the high obligations and privileges of this great 
and sacred right of self-defence, ‘will the move- 
ment of our troops be strictly confined. Orders 
have been given to the general in command not 
to enter Florida, unless it be in putsuit of the 
enemy, and in that cas¢ to respect the Spanish 
authority wherever it is maintained; and he will 
be instructed to withdraw his forces from the pro- 
vince, as soon as he shall have reduced that tribe 
to order, and secured our fellow citizens in that 
quarter, by satisfactory arrangements, against its 
unprovoked and savage hostilities iu future. 
JAMES MONROE. 

Mashington, Mareh 25, 1818. 

Two other messages were received from the 
president also, with accompanying documents.— 
One transmitting information relative to the Span- 
ish South American provinces; the other a state- 
ment of the items of expenditure by the commis- 
sioners under the treaty of Ghent, which were 
ordered to:lie on the toble and ke printed. Ad- 
journed. 

eas 
From the Georgia Journal Extra, of the 11th March. 
- SKIRMISH WITH THE INDIANS. 
‘Bhe following was received this evening by ex- 
press to the governor: 

Sin—I have this moment received information 
through Mr. Isham Jordon, of Telfair county, 
which I rely on, of a skirmish between the In- 
dians and some of the citizens of Telfair on the 
south side of the Oakmulgee river in the after- 
noon of the 9th inst. 20 or 25 miles below this. 

On the night of the 3d inst. Jgseph Bush and 
his son were fired upgn by a party of Indians, the 
father killed and the son severely wounded and 

ed, but he so far recovered as to reach home 
in two days after. The citizens receiving infor- 
mation of the foregoing facts, assembled on the 
9th instant to the number of 36, and crossed the 
river in the forenoon to seek redress. Finding 
considerable sign of Indians, they bynes the 
trail leading from the river some distance out, 
where they came in view of a body of Indians, 50 
or 60, advancing within gun shot. The firing was 
commenced by each party and warmly kept up 
for three quarters of an hour. A part of the de- 
tachment effected their retreat, bringing off one 
badly wounded—four are certainly killed—the 
ballance of the detachment has not been heard 
from—Major Cothom (commandant of the Telfair 
; ai is among the missing. Four Indians were 
ki ; ¥ 


From information, the citizens below this are 
fnuch alarmed and leaving their homes. I have 
thought proper to communicate the foregoing to 
you by express. \ 

1 am your excellency’s most obedient servant, 

RICH’n, H, THOMAS, Li. Col. 
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We understand that, Gen. Beawano of the en 


gineer department, submitted yesterday to the 


heads of departments, drafis of the coast of the 
United States, which he has prepared, designat. 
ing the necessary and proper points for the e. 
rection of forts and fortifications, the Whole exe. 
cuted with much skill and judgement, and which 
was highly approved. 

A rumor prevailed at Milledgeville for a day 
or two, that gen. Gaines and maj. Wright had 
been lost in descending Flint river to fort Scott, 
but which was contradicted on the 15th. ‘If we 
judge from the information derived from the 
newspapers and extracts ef letters, the Indians are 
becoming very troublesome on the frontiers, J 
is hoped, however, that gen. Jackson will chas- 
tise them into a more pacific disposition. 

A rumor prevailed at Savannah on the ‘18th 
inst. that the Indians had made an unsuccessfyl 
attempt to surprise the forces under the com- 
mand of gen. Jackson, at a place called the Ham- 
mock, near Flint river. That 500 of the enemy 
were left dead on the field, and among them se- 
veral whites and negroes. Jackson is represented 
as having lost 100 men in killed and wounded. 

Ore hundred Indians made their appearffice on 
the Satillas, about 16 miles from Bethel, Glynn 
county, Georgia, on the 10th inst. who killed one 
white man which occasioned much alarm among 
the inhabitants, who were moving off. - 

Explosion—On the morning of the 19th inst, 
a dreadful explosion took place in the Powder 
mills belonging to Dupont, in the vicinity of Wil- 
mington, Del. We have seen various statements 
as to the quantity of powder exploded, which 
seem to be about 25 or 30 tons. ‘Thirty three 
persons Jost their lives, and ten were wounded. 

The last accounts say that the principal maga- 
zine, full of gunpowder, has entirely escaped from 
injury, and that at the factory, where the accident 
happened, the extensive and valuable refinery, 
with the drying house, aud a quantity of finished 
gunpowder, was saved. ‘The great stock of raw 
materials, being at a distance, was not endanger- 
ed, and the remaining works continue in active 
operation. 

Gen. Mina not Dead—The Baltimore papers 
state that letters have been received of 2 very 
late date in that city, from Gen. Mina himself and 


-from his aid. ‘These letters represent the affains 


of Mina to be ina more prosperous situation 
than at any time heretofore. 

A mistake—In our last number, the compositor in 
making up the last page accidentally ‘Omitted a 
few, ittiductory lines to an extract of letter 
from E——n: Md. headed worthy of imitation, par’: 
of the edition was sent out betore the efror was, 
distoyered. 


4h 





) @ 





| ZA} 


lj 


to 

dea 
the 
cell 
unle 
noi 
oth 
now 
of s 
this 
him 
gal. 


- with 
‘inv 


insti 


